Foes   of  the  Household
many in civilized lands who " do not believe in
ghosts, but are afraid of them,5' can we wonder
at the counsel of these heathen waverers ?
The result of Khama5 s refusal to "use
magic " was that many timid folk sided with
Sekhome, who pushed his advantage and wove
his plots. At last, on the evening of March
8th, 1866, Kharna was warned that an attempt
was to be made upon his life that very night;
he had to fight or flee. He would not fight his
father, so, with a few friends, he left the town,
and, taking with him some of his own cattle,
fled to the mountains near. There he remained
blockaded for six weeks. The town was in
ferment, the missionary was hooted in the
streets, and Sekhome's mother, backed by the
wizards, urged that all the white men should
be killed. But Mackenzie was permitted to
go every Sunday and preach to the fugitives in
the hills.
Khama would not take any offensive, but
Sekhome had no scruples. He despatched two
well-known sorcerers, with charms and spells,
and in case the magic might fail, it was fortified
with poison to put in the wells. Protected by
the supposed immunity conferred by the witch-
doctors, they crept up the hills, assured that
" there would be darkness wherever they went,"
and that no bullet or spear could touch their
charmed bodies. Khama, however, had posted
sentries at the water, who, hearing stealthy
footsteps, fired and shot the very man who was
carrying the channs, which were found beside
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